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TRACE DESCRIPTION SUGGESTED RESPONSE

Good Signal Acceptable traces have clear, well-
defined first and second heart
sounds and relatively clean

baselines.

Excessive Baseline Artifact « Use a gauze pad to remove oils &
perspiration for dry, pink skin

* Shave as necessary

 Place limb electrodes on torso near
hips and clavicles.

* Check all electrodes for good
contact

« Ensure patient is still and relaxed

Sporadic Noise « Ensure patient is not talking and
surrounding environment is as
quiet as possible

« Do not touch or rub sensors and
wires when recording

« Ensure sensors are properly
positioned

« Ensure sensor firmly sealed to
patient.

* Shave chest hair

* Place sensor underneath breast

« Replace sensor as necessary

Weak Signal

Leads Off Ensure firm connections:
« Adapters to Sensors
« Adapters to lead wires

< Patient cables to console.
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Roos M, Toggweler S, Zuber M, Jamshidi P, Erne P. Acoustic cardiographic parameters and their relationship to invasive hemodynamic measurements in patients with LV systolic

dysfunction. Congestive Heart Failure. 2006;12(4 suppl 1):19-24.
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